
 North End Neighborhood Organization 

Land Use & Housing  

Tuesday April 28, 2020 Meeting Minutes  

 

Present: Timothy Luedtke, Gerry Mischke, Mikki Murray, Tyrone Maxwell, Alan Richardson Hohn, 
Jason Peterson 
Absent: Matt Sletten, Joseph Wiggens (on hiatus)  
 
A motion to approve the agenda was M/S/A 
 
A motion to approve February 2020 meeting minutes was M/S/A  
 
1300 Schletti Street North Nonconforming Use Permit & Variance Request to forgo the signatory 
petition process due to physical distancing  
In applying for the reestablishment of a non-conforming use permit there is a zoning consent 
petition requirement-owners within 100 feet of the subject property sign stating they consent to 
the approval of the application. The applicant is requesting a variance of the code requiring the 
petition process due to the stay at home order and the pandemic. 1300 Schletti Street has been a 
duplex for decades but property rolls have it as a single family. It is listed as a multi-family on real 
estate listings. The committee recommended approval of both the variance and reestablishment 
of the non-conforming use permit 
 
 Safe Housing Initiatives and Legislation 
The committee discussed at length the legislative text: 
Just Cause for tenants 
There was a question regarding owner’s use of the property-if an owner wishes to use a unit or stop 
renting to a current tenant the owner needs to wait until the lease is up unless the tenant falls 
under any just cause notice 

 Limiting the amount of damage deposits could drive up the cost of rents 

 Advance notice of selling the property is challenging it limits the ability of an owner selling 
and in certain circumstances could drive up rents-even if it is for affordable units-a 
comment was made that there is a new building going up on University and Lexington with 
studio units costing $1500/month which is not affordable. This could also limit free markets 

 There is need for more balance-this text does not address any rent controls 

 There is concern that landlords will make changes ultimately driving up rent costs 

 Smaller properties (Mom & Pop) could see mortgage payments balloon and ultimately have 
to sell thereby limiting the number of affordable units in some neighborhoods 

 Larger properties could figure out wealth gain-changing their operations and drive up costs-
to preserve rental units there could be a massive wealth transfer 

This proposed legislation is well-intentioned but does not meet any objective to preserve affordable 
housing. There are ideas that do work; tenant screening, uniformed criteria, tenants’ rights and 
responsibilities. However well-intentioned the proposed legislation is there will be unintended 
consequences. There is no text to discuss post COVID-19-specifically small property owners and 



balloon mortgages and evictions after the order expires-there also is o language regarding changing 
the system to correct the imbalance between neighborhoods regarding equity.  
The committee decided that they could not support the legislation as written but recommend 
comments go to the Board and the Board sends in the comments. 
 
Neighborworks 
Neighborworks continues to be open for business. There has been an increase in foreclosure 
counseling. They purchased 53 Geranium and will start rehab soon. 
 
There was no new Business 
There was no old business 
Meeting adjourned  
 
 
 
 
6. New Business 
 
7. Old Business 
 
Adjourn  

 


